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Comment Response 

62-50 Please see Section 1.7 where comments on 
the range of alternatives were addressed. 

To be viable, an alternative needs to (among 
other things) meet the purpose and need of 
the project. 

There were no issues (unresolved conflicts) 
identified with the Proposed Action that 
were not addressed by the No Action 
Alternative. 
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Comment Response 

62-51 Please see Section 1.7 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-52 Please see Section 1.7.1 where this comment 
was addressed. 

62-53 A cost/benefit analysis is not required in the 
CEQ regulations for implementing NEPA. 

62-54 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
mitigation measures were addressed.  Please 
also see response to comment 62-15. 
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Comment Response 

62-55 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments 
suggesting carpooling were addressed. 

62-56 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments 
regarding a policy of studying only those 
agents associated with emerging diseases 
were addressed. 

62-57 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
creation of a citizen oversight committee 
were addressed. 

62-58 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
implementation of regular effluent 
monitoring of air emissions and wastewater 
discharges were addressed. 

62-59 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
using local contractors were addressed. 

 

 

 

62-55 

62-56 

62-57 

62-58 

62-59 

62-60 
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Comment Response 

62-60 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
a commitment for direct improvements were 
addressed. 

62-61 Please see Section 1.7.2 pf the SDEIS where 
comments on the purchase of homes at fair 
market value were addressed. 

62-62 The responses to comment 62-54 through 
62-61, and many others, indicate that 
comments were not ignored.  Section 1.7.2 
starts out with how comments were initially 
included.  None of the comments listed 
above are included in the “Additional 
mitigation measures” section, but were 
included in the original DEIS. 
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Comment Response 

62-63 Please see Section 1.7 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed.  Please also see 
response to comment 62-15. 

62-64 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-65 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

62-66 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

62-67 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments 
requesting more information on the budget 
and finances were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-68 More information on the established budget 
has been included in the “Background” in 
Chapter 1. 

62-69 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
mitigation measures were addressed.  Please 
also see response to comment 62-15. 

62-70 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
community infrastructure were addressed.  
No mitigation is necessary. 

62-71 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the increased threat from the Integrated 
Research Facility were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-72 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
pollution prevention strategies were 
addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-73 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments 
on pollution prevention were addressed.  As 
noted, DHHS’s regulations on the inclusion 
of pollution prevention applies to “potential 
compliance problems.”  No compliance 
problems would occur under the Proposed 
Action. 

62-74 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments 
on noise reduction were addressed. 

62-74 
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Comment Response 

62-75 The noise analysis was summarized in the 
DEIS, SDEIS and FEIS and is included in the 
administrative record, as indicated.   

62-76 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments 
on the effects of the Proposed Action and 
noise (and clarification of the analysis) were 
addressed. 

62-77 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments 
on the effects of the Proposed Action and 
noise (and clarification of the analysis) were 
addressed. 

62-78 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments 
on the increased use of the incinerator 
were addressed. 

 

62-75 

62-76 

62-77 

62-78 



 
Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 

RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 
5-187 

 

Comment Response 

62-79  Please see response to comment 62-20. 

62-80  Please see Section 4.7 where comments on 
air quality were addressed.   

62-81  Please see section 1.7.1 where comments 
on energy consumption were addressed. 

62-82  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments 
on impacts associated with lighting were 
addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-83  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments 
on increased use and disposal of hazardous 
chemicals were addressed. 

62-84  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments 
on the pollution prevention strategies were 
addressed.   
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Comment Response 

62-85  Please see Section 1.7.4 where comments on 
the budget were addressed.  Please also see 
response to comment 62-7. 

62-86  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the potential risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-87 The DEIS, SDEIS, and FEIS do address effects 
of the Proposed Action and No Action 
Alternatives.  Although the CEQ regulations 
do state that an EIS must be completed when 
there would be significant effects, the decision 
to prepare an EIS does not necessarily mean 
that significant effects would occur or that all 
effects would be significant. 
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Comment Response 

62-88 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 

62-88 

62-89 
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Comment Response 

62-89 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 

62-90 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-91 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-92 This information was included in the List of 
Preparers in the SDEIS.  It appears again in 
the FEIS.  Please also see Appendix D, Review 
of Biocontainment Laboratory Safety Record.  

62-93 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-94 The DEIS never says that BSL-4 labs have 
operated for 30 years with a perfect safety 
record.  The DEIS (and FEIS) says that in 30 
years of working with BSL-4 agents in the 
U.S., there has never been a confirmed 
release to the community from a 
laboratory.  The citation and statement are 
correct. 
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Comment Response 

62-95 There is no evidence to support this 
statement. 

62-96 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-97  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
the required training for laboratory workers 
and their supervision where addressed. 

62-98  Information on the safety of HEPA filters 
may be found online at 
http://www.engr.psu.edu/ae/wjk/fom.html. It 
discusses single HEPA filters and their 
efficiencies related to microbial aerosols.  
The Integrated Research Facility would use 
double HEPA filtration. 

62-99  Please see Section 4.8.1.1 where the 
Hamilton water system is discussed.   

62-100 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
safety procedures were addressed. 

62-101 Please see Section1.7.2 were comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 

62-102 Please see Section 2.2.2.2.       

62-103 Please see Section 1.7.4 where issues or 
concerns outside the scope of the EIS were 
addressed. 

 

 Remainder of responses on following page. 
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Comment Response 

62-104 All contract security guards must successfully 
complete training in Basic Security Training 
Curriculum (training in topics such as 
firearms safety/handling, vehicle inspection 
techniques, security patrol methods, search 
and seizure, enforcing the law, 
communication, ethics and professionalism), 
orientation training and supervisory training. 
Guards and supervisors complete a quarterly 
refresher training based on basic and 
orientation training topics. Police officers 
within the Division of Police must graduate 
from the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center’s Mixed Basic Police Officer Training 
Program, or a Police Academy that meets the 
criteria.  They must also complete 40 hours 
of annual in-service training, semi-annual 
firearms training, security training, specialized 
training, and supervisor/ management training. 

62-105 Please see Section 2.1.1 where fire protection 
is addressed.  

62-106 Please see Section 1.7.1 where requests for 
additional information on the alternatives 
were addressed. 

62-107 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-108 This assumption that only diseases that can be 
used for bioterrorism would be studied at the 
Integrated Research Facility because of funding 
priorities is incorrect.  Please see Chapter 1. 
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Comment Response 

62-109 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
increased risk were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-110 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
increased risk were addressed.  Please also see 
Section 1.7.1 where requests for addition 
information on the alternatives were 
addressed. 
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Comment Response 

62-111 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 

62-112 Please see Section 1.7.3 where impacts on the 
community infrastructure were addressed. 

62-113 Please see Section 1.7.3 where impacts on the 
community infrastructure were addressed. 
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